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Democratic Candidate for Missouri Govenor Nicole Galloway speaks to constituents at a meet and greet stop Oct. 21 at Sunrise Park. 


‘EVERY VOTE MATTERS’ 


Galloway 
talks the 
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Maryville 


Administrator 
candidates make 
case to voters 


ASHLEY LOSSON 
News Reporter | @Ashley_Losson 


On Nov. 3, residents of Nodaway 
County will go to their voting stations 
to choose the candidates they feel are 
best for each position. Other than the 
county sheriff’s race, another contest- 
ed position is public administrator. 

The public administrator takes 
care of finances, assets and living 
situations for people who have been 
declared incapacitated by a judge. 
The public administrator only takes 
care of this if there is no one closer 
to the individual who is incapacitat- 
ed that can assist them. Public ad- 
ministrators are also required to see 
the people under their guardianship 
at least four times a year. 

In Nodaway County, Dee O’ Riley 
and Diane Thomsen are running 
against one another for that duty. 
O’Riley has served as city clerk, trea- 
surer and a tax preparer in Hopkins, 
Missouri, for the past 17 years and 
will continue to serve as city clerk, 
treasurer and tax preparer part time 
if she wins. Thomsen has served as 
public administrator for Nodaway 
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Around 30 Maryville community members gath- 
ered at a rain-soaked Sunrise Park to hear Nicole Gal- 
loway, the Democratic candidate for Missouri gover- 
nor, speak as part of her preelection bus tour Oct. 21. 

Hosted by local activist and high school teacher 
Jessica Piper and introduced by Missouri congressio- 
nal candidate Gena Ross, Galloway said she came to 
Maryville because for her, every vote matters. 

Galloway — in her speech, social media posts and 
advertisements — reinforced the idea of this being a 
close race. In spite of Missouri’s reputation as a red 
state, the state’s gubernatorial election is traditionally 
anyone’s game. Of the last 10 governors elected in Mis- 


County for the past 12 years. 
O’Riley is running as a Repub- 
lican and said she believes she will 
be able to help people because she 
was recently in a situation where 
she had to depend on others. 
“Recently, I found myself in a po- 
sition which required me to depend 
on others for everyday care,” O’ Riley 
said in an email. “From that, I have 
gained a new perspective and a de- 
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O’Riley has a background in ac- 
counting and has had experience 
in working with clients with finan- 
cial needs through her work as a 
tax preparer. 

“T have a background in ac- 
counting and serving the public. 
... L will provide an empathetic 
and caring aspect to the position, 
O’Riley said in an email. 

Additionally, O’ Riley said she is 
running for more than the job title 
— she wants to help people when 
nobody else will. 
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souri, five were Democrats and five were Republicans. 

“T have been here (Maryville) several times before, and 
every vote matters,” Galloway said. “I do hope that peo- 
ple find their voice in this election and exercise their own 
power by voting for candidates up and down the ballot.” 

This year, neither candidate has been elected to the 
office before, with incumbent Mike Parson — for- 
mer lieutenant governor — taking on the role after 
the resignation of Gov. Eric Greitens amid impeach- 
ment hearings. 

Both candidates have a history in the capitol, how- 
ever, with Parson serving in the Missouri House of 
Representatives and Senate before being elected lieu- 
tenant governor in 2016 and Galloway serving as state 
auditor since 2015. 
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KENDRICK CALFEE 
News Editor | @calfee_kc 

Candidates running for office 
in Nodaway County made an ap- 
pearance in front of voters at the 
2020 General Election Candidate 
Forum, where contested roles saw 
questions from a panel of modera- 
tors and the audience. 

Those running for positions of 
public administrator, south district 
commissioner, county sheriff and 
one congressional candidate running 
for Missouri’s 6th District in the 
U.S. House of Representatives were 
all in attendance. The event, hosted 
by the Greater Maryville Chamber 
of Commerce Oct. 20, had in-person 
and virtual attendance options for 
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Ballot 
language 
confuses 
voters 


SAMANTHA COLLISON 
News reporter | @sammiecollison 


From a cursory glance, Amend- 
ment 3, proposed on the 2020 Mis- 
souri ballot, appears to propose cam- 
paign finance restrictions, but the sec- 
ond half of the amendment regards 
the separate issue of redistricting. 

In 2018, voters approved a ballot 
initiative that requires a nonpartisan 
demographer to draw state legisla- 
tive districts with the intent to achieve 
“partisan fairness,” according to the 
initiative. Missouri is the first state to 
have such a requirement. 

While Amendment 3 would pre- 
vent state legislators from receiving 
gifts of any value from lobbyists or 
their clients — the limit was previ- 
ously $5 — and lower the limit on 
campaign contributions for state 
senators from $2,500 to $2,400, it 
would also undo the 2018 initia- 
tive voters passed with a 62% vote. 

Amendment 3, according to the 
ballot language, would transfer re- 
sponsibility from the nonpartisan 
state demographer to a “governor- 
appointed bipartisan commission.” 

Supporters of the 2018 initia- 
tive sued the state in May over the 
language of the amendment on the 
ballot, and the Cole County Ap- 
pellate Court modified the amend- 
ment on the grounds that the ini- 
tial wording was “misleading, un- 
fair and insufficient.” 

Even with the revised word- 
ing, some voters still felt misled 
by the amendment and regretted 
their vote when they looked close- 
ly afterwards. 
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Nodaway County Sheriff Randy Strong speaks at the 2020 General Election Candidate Forum hosted by the Great- 
er Maryville Chamber of Commerce. At the event, Strong continued his campaign message of citing accomplish- 
ments of his administration. 


candidates and the audience. 

At the socially distant, masked- 
up event, each candidate was given 
the chance to introduce themselves 
and share why they think they are 
the best fit for the position they are 
running for. Unlike a debate, can- 
didates did not address their oppo- 
nents as much, but focused on ques- 
tions provided to them. 


READ MORE 
ONLINE 


A full version of this story 
with a closer look at the 2020 
General Election Candidate 
Forum is available online at 
NWMISSOURINEWS.COM 
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University Police realizes role in health 


UPD records 117 well-being 
checks, 70 since August 


Senior Cayla Vertreese speaks at an Active Minds event Sept. 30 in the Ron 
Houston Center for the Performing Arts. Vertreese brought Active Minds to 
Northwest after a well-being check her freshman year that lead to her being 


hospitalized for six days. 


ABIGAIL STARR 
News Reporter | @abbeystarr5 


The University Police Depart- 
ment is continuing wellness checks 
to provide mental health resources 
for Northwest students in immedi- 
ate need and to those who need tem- 
porary assistance. 

For the last 25 years, UPD has 
worked with resources in the com- 
munity to provide wellness checks 
on students and faculty. Police 
Chief Clarence Green said well- 
ness checks often start with some- 
one in need reaching out to UPD 
via phone or social media. 

Advisers, family members or 
others can refer someone for a well- 
ness check if they’re concerned for 
someone’s well-being. While on- 
campus personnel are required to re- 
port specific crimes such as Title [Xx 
violations, they are not required to 
refer students struggling with their 
mental health to UPD. Green said 
UPD has done 117 wellness checks 
this calendar year as of Sept. 28. 
With one Wellness Check done per 
day, he estimates it’s closer to 70 
since August for this academic year. 

“There are so many outside in- 
fluences, and the climate of the 
world in general being paired with 
being in a new environment is over- 
whelming,” Green said. 

First-year University Wellness 
counselor Hayston Wilson said he 
feels disappointed that freshmen 
and other students are unable to 
make friends through in-person ac- 
tivities like they once could. 

“Northwest lends itself to being a 
positive social environment,” Wilson 
said. “Now the rug has been pulled 
out from under students, so to speak.” 

Wilson was hired following an 
outcry for more mental health re- 
source funding from the Student 
Senate last academic year. Wilson 
said he’s grateful they did, because 
without him, Wellness Services 
wouldn’t be as prepared for the in- 
crease in need this year. 

Twenty-five new students request- 
ed help from Wellness Services for 
mental health concerns the week of 
Oct. 16. With five counselors instead 
of last year’s four, wait times are 
down from four weeks to two. With 
closures and fewer in-person activi- 
ties, students have more time while 
counselors schedules are filling up. 

Wilson said students no lon- 
ger have access to outlets that once 


helped them cope due to COVID-19 
distancing measures and closures. 
He recommends finding “balance” 
between six categories of a person’s 
life: physical, social, emotional, oc- 
cupational, intellectual and spiritual. 

“Inventory of the wheel is im- 
portant. Finding creative strategies 
to bring the balance up will help 
you in the long run,” Wilson said. 

Wilson and Green agree stu- 
dents most often struggle with anx- 
iety, depression or an undiagnosed 
mental illness. 

“Eighteen to 26 is the peak time 
where mental disorders start show- 
ing up, and that’s the bulk of our 
community,” Green said. 

Regardless of the issue, when a 
wellness check is initiated, UPD 
has to categorize the risk level 
of the person in need. Green de- 
scribes a low risk as a person need- 
ing someone to talk to about cur- 
rent struggles in their lives. UPD 
sees medium-risk cases most of- 
ten. This is an individual who will 
be connected to a more permanent 
resource such as a counselor. 

High-risk students are offered ser- 
vices faster through Wellness Servic- 
es’s triage day, and they are often tak- 
en to Mosaic Medical Center for fur- 
ther evaluation and assistance. Once 
a week, counselors with Wellness 
Services leave their days free to give 
assistance to those who can’t wait a 
week to speak to someone. 

Senior Cayla Vertreese was hos- 
pitalized due to mental illness her 
first year at Northwest. She suffers 
from major depressive disorder 
and anxiety. Mosaic Medical Cen- 
ter - Maryville held her for her own 
safety for six days the Thursday be- 
fore Labor Day weekend. 

UPD Officer Shadoe Miller 
drove Vertreese to the hospital. He 
followed up via email when she 
was released, offering his contact 
information so she would always 
have someone to talk to if she found 
herself in need of help again. 

Since, Vertreese has found ways 
to help others fighting similar battles. 
She brought Active Minds to campus. 
Active Minds is a nonprofit organiza- 
tion supporting mental health aware- 
ness and education for young adults. 
The group launched their “Green Ban- 
dana Campaign” to spread awareness 
and resources on campus. 

The UPD requested 13 ban- 
danas from Active Minds to join 
the campaign. 


Police departments nationwide 
have seen a refocus, with addition- 
al training for mental health and 
observing implications it has on 
crime. UPD is one of many agen- 
cies recognizing its role in mental 
health awareness. 

UPD Officer Anthony Williams 
is a specialist in outreach who trains 
fellow officers on how to approach 
a person’s needs including what 
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language to use and what to wear 
when escorting someone to Mosa- 
ic. Every member of UPD has un- 
dergone crisis intervention training. 

“They are working on helping 
to destigmatize mental health along 
with us and make themselves out to 
be an approachable support system 
and resource for students on cam- 
pus,” Vertreese said. 

Anyone interested is welcome 
to Active Minds’ virtual meetings 
5:30 p.m. every Wednesday. The 
group can be found on social me- 
dia @activeminds_nwmsu or can 
email the group at activeminds@ 
nwmissoui.edu. 

Additionally, the Wellness Cen- 
ter holds in-person Wellness Work- 
shops 2 p.m. every Thursday in the 
J.W. Jones Student Union Meeting 
Room B along with other activities 
on their calendar. 


Anyone who struggles with men- 
tal health can call the national sui- 
cide prevention hotline at 800-273- 
8255. Students can also reach the 
Northwest Wellness Center at 660- 
562-1348. 


Northwest to keep similar class structure for spring 


ASHLEY LOSSON 
News Reporter | @Ashley_Losson 

As the spring 2021 semester 
approaches, Northwest has put in 
three plans of action in case COV- 
ID-19 cases start to go up. 
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Provost Jamie Hooyman said, 
what has happened this fall is likely 
to continue through next semester. 
A hybrid teaching style, where stu- 
dents attend class in person on some 
days and complete online content or 
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attend through Zoom on other days, 
is expected in the spring. 
According to Hooyman most 
classes will likely stay the same, 
but it will be up to the professors . 
“We didn’t want to make change 
just for change sake,” Hooyman 
said. “We want to make sure we’re 
basing it off of good information.” 
Hooyman said a lot of what hap- 
pens when students return Jan. 13, 
2021 will depend on what happens 
over the break. She listed examples 
like the number of cases increasing 
or if a vaccine is developed. 
“What we are doing is planning 
as if COVID was still doing what 
it’s doing now,” Hooyman said, “So 
the classes are being planned with 
hybrid and social distancing.” 
Right now on campus and in 


Nodaway County, cases are gradual- 
ly going back up. Over the past sev- 
en days, Oct. 13 through Oct. 19, ac- 
tive cases on campus have increased 
from 34 to 48. In the county, cases 
have gone from 139 to 160. 

However, if things start to get 
better and cases start to go down sig- 
nificantly, Hooyman said the school 
will start to pull back on COVID-19 
precautionary measures. 

As far as the spring schedule 
goes, it won’t be any different from 
past spring semesters. Students will 
have Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
off, a week for spring break and the 
last week will be for finals with the 
semester concluding May 7, 2021. 

However, Hooyman said there 
are three different plans in place 
depending on the patterns of CO- 
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VID-19 cases this winter. 

The three plans vary based on 
the number of cases, hospitaliza- 
tions and if it involves faculty, staff 
or students. 

“One would be kind of similar to 
what we’ re doing this time,” Hooy- 
man said. “We would probably do 
away with spring break, move the 
ending (of the semester) up and put 
finals online.” 

Some students are opposed to 
this plan, one of them being Me- 
gan Andrews, a junior at North- 
west. Andrews said she needs the 
break between midterms and finals. 

The second plan would give 
students Fridays or Mondays off 
five different times, still provid- 
ing a break for students through- 
out the semester 

“You would still get the mental 
breaks, but it wouldn’t be where 
you would leave and be gone for a 
whole week,” Hooyman said. 

Andrews said she also doesn’t 
fully like this plan either. Andrews 
lives five hours away in St. Louis, 
Missouri, and wants to use spring 
break to go home and spend time 
with family. 

“Tt’s not like my mom can come 
here,” Andrews said. “If this hap- 
pens, I won’t be able to go home 
until after finals.” 

The final plan consists of push- 
ing spring break closer towards 
finals so that students would go 
home for a week, then come back 
to a week of classes and then fi- 
nals week. 

Andrews said this is the best 
option of the three for her case be- 
cause she’d get her mental break 
and be able to see family, then she 
would only have two weeks before 
she could go home for the summer. 

The final plan is also the most 
similar to what the fall semester 
has encompassed. 

“What we have found is most 
students want to be here,” Hooy- 
man said. “They want the college 
experience. They know they can 
learn better if they’re in the class- 
room, but we want to be able to de- 
liver that in a safe manner.” 
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Funds remain stable during COVID-19 


MADELINE MAPES 
News Reporter | @MadelineDMapes 


Due to the state revenues im- 
proving, Missouri Gov. Mike Par- 
son will unfreeze funds that he 
placed expenditure restrictions on 
near the start of the pandemic, re- 
turning more than half million dol- 
lars to Northwest’s budget. The 
Springfield News-Leader reported 
that Parson will return a portion of 
the frozen funds to institutions since 
the state revenues have improved. 

Vice President of Finance and 
Administration Stacy Carrick said 
despite this good news, she wor- 
ries that this return of funds for uni- 
versities like Northwest will not 
last long. 

When the pandemic first began 
to affect the state’s revenues, Par- 
son instituted two expenditure re- 
strictions, which is a way to freeze 
funding after the state budget has 
been approved. The combined re- 
strictions withheld $3.9 million in 
funding from fiscal year 2020 that 
the University would have received. 

The state then withheld another 
$3.8 million from fiscal year 2021 
in July in state appropriations for 
the University, of which only a por- 
tion will be returned with the un- 
freezing of the appropriations. 

Carrick said when the University 
closed in Spring 2020, the Universi- 
ty cut costs where it could to make 
up for the lost revenue. She said the 
University cut back on utilities and 
expenses for certain buildings, wait- 


Freshman loses $4,800 from fake job 


ABIGAIL STARR 
News Reporter | @abbeystarr5 


A Northwest freshman over- 
drafted his bank account by $4,800 
after being sent fraudulent checks 
from a fake employer following an 
email scam. 

Darren Ross woke up to an 
email on Oct. 1 claiming he’d been 
accepted to a new position as a per- 
sonal assistant to someone who 
helps the disabled. Ross said he was 
eager for an opportunity to make 
extra money. 

On Sept. 29, Ross had attended 
Career Day to open himself to em- 
ployment opportunities and make 
connections. This led Ross to be- 
lieve the offer came from a partner 
of Career Services. 

“T was in the moment of want- 
ing to build careers and jobs, and I 
was focused on getting those steps 
done,” Ross said. 

The employer appeared to be 
a Northwest faculty member. The 
first email linked to another email 
address that shared no personal in- 
formation other than a picture of a 
Florida ID. The contact never of- 
fered to meet in person. The two 
continued to communicate via text 
due to Ross sharing his phone num- 
ber with the supposed employer. By 
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ed to fill open positions and delayed 
some capital improvements to facil- 
ities on campus to help save money. 

Carrick said she is concerned 
that if the state revenues drop again, 
Parson will install another expen- 
diture restriction, leaving insti- 
tutions scrambling to make ends 


meet again. 
“(The state) could come back lat- 
er in the year ... We could see a fur- 


ther reduction; we could see them 
give more back,” Carrick said. “It 
just truly depends on how the state 
revenues continue to perform.” 

Carrick and the University was 
informed that of the $3.8 million 
that was restricted, the Universi- 
ty will get back $556,000, which 
is about 14.6% of what it should 
have received. 

Carrick said this $556,000 was 
already budgeted in the fiscal year’s 
budget, which means when the in- 
stitution receives that portion of 
their funding, it will be used for 
what it was originally intended to 
operate with. 

“Tt’s not like we are getting ad- 
ditional money; we’re getting mon- 
ey back that they took away, if you 
will,” Carrick said. 

Originally, the University was to 
receive about $30.2 million in state 
appropriations, but with the expen- 
diture restriction, it collected only 
about $26.3 million. 


FULL STORY ONLINE: 
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the afternoon of Oct. 1, Ross knew 
something was off. 

According to Ross, the hourly 
rate was high for the amount of work 
required. The rate was $450 for six 
to eight hours of work each week. 

“My own emotions started 
catching up to me,” Ross said. 
“The replies were coming not even 
10 seconds after I would send in- 
formation which means they were 
probably autogenerated.” 

This suspicion caused Ross to 
reach out to Career Services to con- 
firm this offer was legitimate. A Ca- 
reer Services representative advised 
him not to engage anymore with 
the contact. 

However, Ross decided it was 
worth the income to continue. The 
employer sent a series of e-checks 
via email totaling over $7,000 to 
cover the expenses of his duties and 
pay his salary for the week. 

Ross then deposited the check 
into his bank account on Friday. 
Because the deposit is displayed in 
his checking account on his bank- 
ing app before the checks are pro- 
cessed, Ross was sure he had suf- 
ficient funds to make the purchas- 
es. Ross spent his weekend fulfill- 
ing the requests of his employers 
purchasing and mailing items to the 
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Composite Financial Index Comparisons 


Composite Financial Index provides a methodology for a single overall financial measurement of the 
institution’s financial health. Accredited institutions are required each year to provide data to the Higher 
Learning Commission through the Institutional Update. The financial data submitted generates the CFI 
which is a benchmarking tool developed specifically for the higher education industry. The overall CFI uses 
a weighted average of key ratios and converts them to a common scale. The CFI score is then compared 

to a recommended threshold (3.0 is considered “healthy” ), peer results and to your own previous results. 
Northwest has the second highest CFI of state public institutions. 
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address he was given. 

On the morning of Oct. 5, Ross 
received a call from his bank, in- 
forming him that his card was on 
a temporary hold due to involve- 
ment in fraudulent activity and he 
had $4,800 of insufficient funds in 
his checking account. 

“T was devastated,” Ross said. “I 
was blinded by money, and I want 
to warn other people not to be.” 

Ross enlisted the help of officer 
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ADDALYNN BRADBURY | NW MISSOURIAN 
Northwest freshman Darren Ross sits in the J.W. Jones Student Union dis- 
cussing his story about being scammed through his Northwest email. Ross 
was frauded $4,800 from a fake employer. 


Kristina Martinez with the Univer- 
sity Police Department in hopes of 
finding who did this. 

Ross’ story is not uncommon. 
Scams like this happen are reported 
to UPD at least once a year. 

While UPD doesn’t conduct its 
own investigation of the scam, it 
will report the crime to the Feder- 
al Trade Commission. The FTC is 
a national database where investi- 
gators find patterns in scams to try 
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offer scam 


to narrow in on potential suspects. 

Martinez has used her resources 
to try to give Ross answers. She’s al- 
ready found that the photo ID from 
the scammer was stolen from a man 
in Pembroke Pines, Florida, and the 
email address came from California. 

One of the common elements of 
Ross’ story is the appearance that 
a faculty member sent the email. 
Martinez recommends trying to 
find the staff member in the North- 
west directory. 

Another common behavior is 
what Martinez calls the “fish call.” 
A caller hooks the victim with a 
name or organization they repre- 
sent, asks the victim to complete a 
task and rewards you with money. 

“They take advantage of those 
eager to do good,” Martinez said. 

According to Assistant Vice 
President of Information Technol- 
ogy Brennan Lehman, Northwest 
leverages spam filtering technolo- 
gy to help remove spam messages 
and malware. 

In an email to the Northwest Mis- 
sourian, Lehman said thousands of 
messages are blocked monthly due 
to being flagged as spam. 
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CRIME LOG 


for the week of Oct. 22 


Northwest Missouri 
State University 
Police Department 


Oct. 18 

There was a closed 
investigation for a liquor law 
violation at Perrin Hall. 


Oct. 16 

There was a closed 
investigation for a liquor law 
violation at Perrin Hall. 


Oct. 13 

There is an open 
investigation for harassment at 
Forest Village Apartments. 


Maryville Department 
of Public Safety 


Oct. 17 

A summons was issued to 
Ryan P. Mendick, 20, charges 
with minor in possession on the 
200 block of West 6th Street. 


Oct. 17 

There is an ongoing 
investigation for property 
damage on the 2000 block of 
South Main Street. 


Oct. 17 

Police recovered lost or 
stolen property — a cooler — 
on the 1600 block of South 
Main Street. 


Oct. 16 

There is an ongoing 
investigation for a peace 
disturbance on the 2600 block 
of South Main Street. 


Oct. 14 

There is an ongoing 
investigation for burglary on 
the 1500 block of East Cooper 
Street. 


Oct. 13 

A summons was issued to 
Ronald P. Caselman, 35, for 
wanted on warrant— failure 
to appear on the 400 block of 
North Market Street. 

There is an ongoing 
investigation for larceny on 
the 2400 block of South Main 
Street. 


Oct. 12 

There is an ongoing 
investigation for larceny on the 
500 block of West Third Street. 


Sept. 30 

There is an ongoing 
investigation for financial 
exploitation on the 300 block of 
North Main Street. 
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RACHEL ADAMSON | NW MISSOURIAN 
Northwest freshmen students continue wearing masks on campus as a University protocol for COVID-19 precautions. Nodaway County had 160 active cas- 
es as of Oct. 19, Northwest students and staff make up 30% of those active cases. 


COVID-19 upward trend continues 


ANDREW WEGLEY 
Managing Editor | @andrewwegley 


After COVID-19 cases both at 
Northwest and throughout Nod- 
away County had largely subsided 
in the middle and late parts of Sep- 
tember, the seven-day rolling aver- 
age of new virus cases in the county 
has continued to increase through- 
out the month of October. 

On Oct. 2, Nodaway County 
reported nine new cases of CO- 
VID-19, as the seven-day rolling 
average rose slightly from 7.43 to 
7.86, marking the start of the uptick 
that has now stretched for three full 
weeks. The rolling average of new 
daily cases has increased in 15 of 
the 18 days reported since then and 
reached a month-long high of 16.57 
Oct. 16. The average has remained 
in double digits for two full weeks 
now, sitting at 13.86 as of Oct. 19 
— the latest available data at the 
time of publication. 

Meanwhile, cases involving 
Northwest staff and students have 
relatively skyrocketed in October. 
After active cases among student 
and staff populations remained less 
than 20 for nearly two weeks in late 
September and the first week of Oc- 
tober, the case count has ballooned 
to 48 — more than five times what 
it was Oct. 1. 

As of Oct. 19, the active case 
count in Nodaway County as a 


whole sits at 160 — the highest it’s 
been since early September, when 
the county was still reeling from 
an intense spike in cases that ar- 
rived with an influx of Northwest 
students in August. Northwest staff 
and students make up 30% of those 
active cases, down from a high of 
more than 69% at the height of the 
pandemic in the county. 

The latest trend in cases in the 
county hasn’t come as a surprise to 
Nodaway County Health Depart- 
ment Administrator Tom Patter- 
son, who said last week he antici- 
pated the increases in cases to con- 
tinue, though he predicted COV- 
ID-19 wouldn’t reach the levels it 
did in late August, when Northwest 
President John Jasinksi warned stu- 
dents the University’s in-person se- 
mester might soon end if mitigation 
efforts weren’t followed. 

“It’s not looking better, but 
we’re not compounding, so it’s not 
doom and gloom either,” Patter- 
son said in a phone call Oct. 21. “TI 
think we may stay here a little bit, 
but I really don’t know. It’s a to- 
tal guess.” 

Officials have blamed the rise 
in cases throughout the county and 
on Northwest’s campus, at least in 
part, to a sort-of COVID-19 fatigue, 
a theory that has gained traction at a 
national level. Patterson, as well as 
University and Maryville officials, 
has mentioned the phenomenon to 


the Northwest Missourian over the 
last several weeks, as cases contin- 
ued to rise again three full months 
after Maryville’s mask ordinance 
went into effect. 

And while the pandemic’s 
wearing effects seemed to first 
reach adults in the county in the 
earliest portions of October, they 
have now caught up with North- 
west staff and students. 

“We’re not out of the woods 
yet,” University Communication 
Manager Mark Hornickel said last 
week. “We’re continuing to moni- 
tor this and the effects on our cam- 
pus and the community.” 

The continued rise in cases 
comes as temperatures in Nod- 
away County have started to regu- 
larly drop, which could result in in- 
creased community transmission of 
COVID-19, Patterson said, though 
he has two diverging patterns of 
thought on what the winter months 
might mean for the virus. 

In Patterson’s first line of think- 
ing, which he said is considered to 
be conventional wisdom, COV- 
ID-19 may spread throughout the 
county at higher rates in the win- 
ter months, with lower tempera- 
tures forcing social gatherings in- 
doors, where the virus is more eas- 
ily transmitted. 

But, Patterson said, it’s possible 
social gatherings this winter come 
with smaller social circles, with 


less room to host a large number of 
guests like one might be able to out- 
doors in the summer months. The 
smaller social circles could lead to 
less transmission, Patterson said. 
He’s not sure which line of think- 
ing will prevail. 

“They might balance each oth- 
er out somewhat,” Patterson said. 
“T think it would lean towards the 
former and not the latter, but, you 
know — I don’t know. I just can’t 
ignore that other. That trailing fac- 
tor for me is that we’re also getting 
out less (in the winter).” 

As temperatures drop and cases 
rise, Northwest staff and students 
still have more than a month left to 
go until Nov. 24, the end of the in- 
person and hybrid semester on the 
University’s campus. And while 
many of Northwest’s roughly 7,000 
students will abandon Nodaway 
County for more than a month over 
the winter break, decreasing the 
volume of residents in Maryville, 
Patterson said he isn’t looking for- 
ward to the end of the in-person se- 
mester. He hasn’t had time to look 
forward much at all. 

“Tt’s not even on my radar,” Pat- 
terson said. “Honestly, we’re just 
working day to day, trying to keep 
our messaging straight ... trying to 
help out the community, including 
the college. Helping our patients 
and our cases. We’re just engaged, 
and that’s so far out there.” 


HAILEY MACH | NW MISSOURIAN 


Diane Thomsen fills out finance paperwork in her office the morning of Oct. 
20. The former Bearcat is running for her fourth term as Nodaway Coun- 


ty’s public administrator. 
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Thomsen, on the other hand, 
is running as a Democrat and said 
she has the experience, knowledge, 
passion and contacts to know how 
to help people. 

Thomsen said people who are 
under guardianship are more com- 
fortable with the same person. 

“It provides continuity in the 
guardianship role,” Thomsen said. 
“A lot of people under guardianship 
don’t like sudden change.” 

Thomsen said that in her 12 
years as public administrator, she 
has helped people regain their 
rights. According to the Division of 
Senior and Disability Services, the 
court may take away certain rights 
from an incapacitated person for 
their well-being. 


GALLOWAY 
CONTINUED FROM A1 


“T think people are excited about 
this election because they see an 
opportunity for change, a forward- 
looking vision for Missouri,” Gal- 
loway said. “We don’t have to be 
stuck doing the same old thing the 
same old way. We can have new 
leadership, and we can have better 
and more innovative ways of doing 
things in Jefferson City.” 

Healthcare is a big issue in the 
2020 election in Missouri, and Gallo- 
way spoke in support of Amendment 
2 to expand Medicaid, but she also 
talked about the unbalanced costs of 
education for students and teachers. 

“Students struggle with the cost 
of higher education; teacher pay has 
been stagnant for 15 years. Folks 
don’t have access to healthcare, 
particularly young folks that are 
graduating,” Galloway said. 

Junior McKell Norris, who said 
she tends to be moderate political- 
ly, said she wants to look more into 
educational funding in Missouri be- 
cause of Galloway’s comments. 

“I’m from a rural area, so her ex- 
pansion of Medicaid is really im- 
portant to me,” Norris said. “I was 
out to cheer her on, and one of our 


“[’ve had some people that have 
had their voting rights restored to 
them,” Thomsen said. 

Thomsen gave an example of 
how she has helped someone with 
financial troubles while she held 
the public administrator position. 
She said this person needed finan- 
cial help because they had 12 credit 
cards that were used to buy gifts for 
people; however, these gifts were 
used to get the receivers’ attention. 

“I just want to be able to con- 
tinue the work that I am doing to 
help those people,” Thomsen said, 
“I know some people that are step- 
ping down ... from the type of en- 
vironment they’re in, and I’m hop- 
ing that in a year or two I can get 
their rights restored.” 

Thomsen currently has 71 cas- 
es. Whoever is elected in Novem- 
ber will take these cases on. 

Melinda Patton, the Nodaway 


County clerk, gave details on the 
requirements for a public adminis- 
trator and voting in an email. 

The public administrator must 
be a United States citizen for at 
least one year prior to the election, 
registered to vote in the county they 
are running in at the time of filing, 
resident of the county they are filing 
in. They must be at least 21 years 
old, must be capable of obtaining a 
bond of at least $10,000, must pay 
taxes. They cannot have been con- 
victed of or pled guilty to a felony 
and cannot be given the oath of of- 
fice if delinquent on any candidate 
committee reports. 

In order to vote for public ad- 
ministrator, a person must be reg- 
istered to vote in Nodaway County 
and show a form of identification 
when coming to vote. The date has 
passed to register to vote in Nod- 
away County. 


friends worked with her campaign 
and told us about this event.” 

Freshman Mary Do has nev- 
er voted before, but she said she is 
definitely going to vote for Gallo- 
way after the event. 

“(I came to) support a candidate 
who will put Missouri first and help 
working class families,” Do said. “I 
was cheering her on, and I wanted 
to get more into politics in college, 
and definitely from today, my vote 
is for her.” 


RACHEL ADAMSON NW MISSOURIAN 
Democratic Candidate for U.S. Representative Gena Ross introduced Demo- 
cratic Candidate for Missouri Governor Nicole Galloway at a meet and greet 
event Oct. 21 at Sunrise Park. 


Closing out her speech, she near- 
ly begged voters to make their voic- 
es heard and spent the rest of her 
time bumping elbows with attendees 
and chatting before getting back on 
her bus and heading to her next tour 
stop in Kirksville, Missouri. 

“T have found on the campaign 
trail that young people are excit- 
ed and motivated, and so now they 
need to — I’m hoping that they take 
that excitement and turn it into vot- 
ing Nov. 3,” Galloway said. 


OPINION 


FOR THE CULTURE: 


Men need 
to focus 
on ending 
stigma 


CORBIN SMITH 
Sports Reporter 
@curly_corbs 


Why is it so hard to express 
your feelings? Why is it such a 
bad thing to feel life’s ups and 
downs? Is it because the world 
finds emotion opposite of produc- 
tivity? Or does society just lack 
the capacity for compassion? 

To be honest, I’ve never under- 
stood why I used to feel uncom- 
fortable speaking about what’s 
going on in my head, especial- 
ly to other men. There’s this taboo 
that, by airing out your grievanc- 
es, you’re submitting to weakness 
or inferiority. 

Speaking out about the demons 
you battle in your head deems you 
neither weak nor inferior. It does 
the opposite. 

September is National Suicide 
Prevention Awareness month, and 
I’ve been more aware than ever 
this year. The month of September 
was eye-opening for me because 
a lot of my guy friends were real- 
ly struggling mentally, and it was 
difficult for them to open up about 
it. There were multiple late nights 
when my friends allowed their 
guards to drop, and some conver- 
sations were held for the first time 
outside the confines of their mind. 
This came as a shock to me be- 
cause I had no idea the type of 
pain these seemingly invincible 
people had been hiding. 

We’ ve all heard that a per- 
son hides their true feelings be- 
hind a smile, but that narrative 
is harder to hear when you real- 
ize it’s more of a biography than 
a fairytale. Hearing this from my 
friends made me realize that any- 
body is subject to their own men- 
tal prisons, and we should be open 
to helping them break out. 

For me, speaking my mind has 
always been met with some re- 
sistance. Despite being a writer, 
I’m not the best at translating my 
thoughts and feelings into words. 

I’ve always been the person 
who listens to others, gives advice 
and makes people feel like they 
deserve to be heard. As a result, 
I’ve placed myself in the role of 
the people-pleaser, something my 
family always reminded me of, 
and not someone who’s allowed 
to feel negative emotions. I al- 
ways thought I needed to support 
others, not be supported myself. 

Turns out, many people have 
the same struggle, but for a dif- 
ferent reason. From the multiple 
conversations I’ve had with men 
in my life, I’ve realized that we 
have an interesting perspective on 
mental or emotional stability. 

In the driveway of my home, 
my father sat in an old lawn chair 
while I scrubbed my car’s head- 
lights clean. As I was enjoying 
picking my dad’s brain, we stum- 
bled upon the topic of self-accep- 
tance and happiness. After go- 
ing back and forth about the fam- 
ily benefits of escaping the hood 
of St. Louis he grew up in, I said 
he must be happy with where he’s 
at in life. 

“Who said I’m happy with who 
Iam?” my father said in response. 


Anyone who struggles with men- 
tal health can call the national 
suicide prevention hotline at 800- 
273-8255. Students can also reach 
the Northwest Wellness Center at 
660-562-1348. 
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OUR VIEW: 


Didn't.... Didn’t we 
already vote on this? 


No this ts totally new! 


Vote YES on 
Amendment 3! 


CHRIS YOUNG | NW MISSOURIAN 


VOTE NO ON 3 


Amendment ballot language swindles voters 


Amendment 3, which is on the ballot 
in the November 2020 election, is a rep- 
resentation of the worst of politics. It’s a 
thinly veiled attempt to trick voters into 
making Missouri’s redistricting system 
more partisan under the guise of “clean- 
ing up” campaign finance in the Show- 
Me State. It needs to be defeated. 

The main issue with Amendment 3 is 
that it’s an attempt to overturn something 
voters passed by a decent majority just 
two years prior. In 2018, Missouri voters 
passed Amendment | with 62% of the 
vote. Amendment | created the position 
of the nonpartisan state demographer. 
The demographer would be chosen from 
a pool of applicants with input from the 
state auditor and majority and minority 
state Senate leaders. 

It was designed to make the process 
of redistricting, the drawing of districts 
in Missouri that would determine repre- 
sentation as populations ebb and flow, 
less partisan. The demographer would 
submit their map to the district commis- 
sions for approval. 

The commissioners would be al- 
lowed to amend the map, but only with 
70% of the vote among commissioners. 
If they could not reach that number then 
the amendment stated the demographer’s 
map must be implemented. 

The measure — which was over- 
whelmingly approved — ensured that no 


YOUR VIEW: 
How will you be voting 


on Amendment 3? 
Why? 


Junior 


Education 


“T really have not done any research 
on that so, oh my goodness, I 
actually have no idea.” 


THE STROLLER: 
Your Bearcat 


ALYSSA BISHOP 


Early Childhood 


matter the party in power, the redistrict- 
ing process would not be politicized. The 
goal of Amendment 1, dubbed the Clean 
Missouri Amendment, was to create 
more competitive races at the state lev- 
el. It was also to limit the possibility of 
deadlock over redistricting that often oc- 
curred under the old system. 

Because the committee in charge of 
redrawing the map was evenly split be- 
tween Democrats and Republicans, the 
actual decision over the map would go to 
judges because the sides couldn’t agree. 
This happened in 2011, and the judg- 
es’ decision reportedly made members 
of both parties very upset because some- 
times incumbents were shifted to new ar- 
eas and different voting blocks, accord- 
ing to St. Louis Public Radio. 

Amendment 3 is seeking to turn back 
the clock to the system that made both 
sides upset and caused lengthy delays in 
the process as a whole. 

The amendment also substitutes in 
the vague and weaker language in ar- 
eas of Missouri’s redistricting policy that 
are designed to protect minority commu- 
nities, equal populations throughout the 
districts and the importance of biparti- 
sanship, according to the Brennan Cen- 
ter, a bipartisan law and policy institute. 
It is making redistricting more partisan, 
which is bad for both Democrats and Re- 
publicans alike. 


TY WILLIAMS 
Junior 
Biochemistry 


“T will be voting no on 
Amendment 3 because 
gerrymandered maps will not 
be able to be fixed if they are 
rigged, and therefore our rights 


Critics of Clean Missouri said that the 
amendment was designed to confuse vot- 
ers. Featured prominently in the descrip- 
tion of what Clean Missouri would do 
was its aim to limit lobbyist gifts to $5 
and campaign contributions to $2,500. 
Those critics believe this was disingen- 
uous because the important part of the 
amendment was redistricting not lobby- 
ist gifts and campaign finance reform. 

If one were to look at an official bal- 
lot for 2020 in the state of Missouri, they 
would notice that Amendment 3 is doing 
the exact same thing. The amendment 
states that it will further lower lobbyist 
gifts from Clean Missouri as well as lim- 
it campaign contributions by an addition- 
al $100. 

Conveniently located last is the actu- 
al issue of redistricting, buried beneath 
the pork of the amendment. It’s an obvi- 
ous attempt to thwart voters who make a 
quick glance over what the amendment 
will do before marking their ballot. If it 
wasn’t OK in 2018, it isn’t now. 

Amendment 3 is clear in its mo- 
tives and purposefully confusing in its 
language. It’s a signal that those back- 
ing the amendment believe that voters 
don’t know what is best for themselves. 
It is seeking to get the electorate to vote 
against themselves and their own inter- 
ests, and it needs to be defeated. 


KEATLEY COTTER 
Senior 

Secondary English 
Education 


“T haven’t done enough research 
on this topic to know exactly 
how I’m voting, but after hearing 
this question, I plan to research it 
a bit more.” 


to challenge those maps will be 
taken away, essentially.” 


loves 


Waking up early on Satur- 
day to go pick out some large or- 
ange fruit to stab with a knife in 
the company of loved ones is a 
true Midwestern tradition. I look 
forward to the opportunity every 
single fall, and this year I can’t 
wait to go out and waste, I mean 
spend, a Saturday on the hallowed 
grounds of a pumpkin patch. 

Some people like to get out 
early in the pumpkin patch season 
and get an early job on the best 
putrid melons the place has to of- 
fer; this is a mistake. Sure, you 


get more display time for your 
pumpkin and it’s not as cold and 
packed and the pumpkin quality is 
higher, but that’s not what this tra- 
dition is about. 

It’s about waking up before 
Big Ten football would normally 
start and putting on your warmest 
flannel. It’s about going the last 
weekend before Halloween when 
the weather is a balmy 40 degrees 
and rainy. Yeah, the pumpkins are 
a little deformed or rotten, but that 
just makes them scarier. Isn’t that 
what spooky season — the term is 


pumpkin 


being used by Karens now which 
dramatically decreases its cool 
factor — is about? 

I know the question burning in 
your mind, and no, you may not 
go to the grocery store and buy a 
pumpkin. Posers buy pumpkins 
from stores. You need to pay mon- 
ey to go to an organized “farm” 
where they drive people in and 
out of one field to grab a pump- 
kin and then pay more to buy the 
pumpkin. That’s the way God and 
our ancestors intended it. 

The picture of everyone in the 


patches 


group standing in the field holding 
their pumpkins is also a necessi- 
ty. If this isn’t on your pumpkin 
patch agenda, you might as well 
get a refund. The photo needs to 
have a weird filter on it, and one 
person needs to be in a sorority 
squat — those are the rules. 

Hey, we still got a weekend; 
anybody up to go spend an equiv- 
alent to a week’s worth of grocer- 
ies at Vala’s? 


The Stroller has been a tradition 
since [918 and does not reflect the 
views of The Northwest Missourtan. 
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Student Senate President Senior Kirayle Jones is crowned as Northwest’s Homecoming king Oct. 9 during the Homecoming Showcase at the Memorial Bell Tower. 


Jones 
leads in 
strange 
term 


NATHAN ENGLISH 
Reporter | @nathan_3nglish 


irayle Jones stood before 
K:: distanced roundtables in 
n Oregon sweatshirt, black 
shorts and a mask. He was talk- 
ing not only to the senators loose- 
ly clustered around the tables but to 
a laptop sitting on a chair that was 
the vessel to the online patrons of 
the meeting. It wasn’t the presiden- 
tial experience Jones envisioned, 
but he is determined to make the 
most of it. 

The president of the most pow- 
erful student organization on cam- 
pus decided to attend Northwest 
because of early hands-on experi- 
ence and a chicken sandwich with 
curly fries. 

“Tt was kind of a last-minute de- 
cision actually,” Jones said of de- 
ciding to become a Bearcat. 

He first became interested in 
Northwest because some friends 
from his high school — Skutt 
Catholic High School in Omaha, 
Nebraska — were interested in 
possibly joining the football team. 
So, after a positive experience on 
the first floor of the Union on a 
campus tour, where he learned that 
as an education major he would be 
able to get in the classroom ear- 
ly on in his freshman year, Jones’s 
fate was sealed. 

Jones seemingly made a prac- 
tice run at his current position as 
student ambassador before official- 
ly becoming a Bearcat by convinc- 
ing his high school friend and golf 
teammate Ryley Schumacher to fol- 
low him to Maryville. Schumach- 
er and Jones have been roommates 
since their first semester where the 
two resided in Hudson 423. 

A person with Jones’s resume 
has to love Northwest. He is an am- 
bassador, member of Student Sen- 
ate at Northwest, involved in Greek 
Life and Homecoming royalty. The 
love for Northwest didn’t come au- 
tomatically, however. 

Jones first moved in as a part 
of the TRIO program, meaning 
he arrived about a week before 
most other students. He described 
the campus and his experience in 
that first week as bland and bor- 
ing. He didn’t quite feel at home 
yet, but that eventually changed 
when other Bearcats began pop- 
ulating Northwest. 

“Then that’s when I was like, 
‘Wow, college is amazing,’” 
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KIRAYLE 


JONES 


PROGRESSION 
THROUGH 
SENATE 


Fall 2017 
Spring 2018 


Fall 2018 
Spring 2019 


Fall 2019 
Spring 2020 


Fall 2020 
Spring 2021 


At the Student Senate meeting, Student Senate President Senior Kirayle Jones stands to address senate members 
Oct. 20 in the J.W. Jones Student Union Ballroom. 


Jones said. 

Jones, like many freshmen, was 
determined to get involved and 
dove headlong into activities. He 
came in with the notion that he 
wanted to be in Greek Life and had 
already had a connection to Sigma 
Tau Gamma. Schumacher’s sis- 
ter’s boyfriend was the president of 
the fraternity at the time, so Jones 
and Schumacher were determined 
to check it out but wanted to keep 
their options open. 

“We wanted to see which (fra- 
ternity) would be more inviting,” 
Jones said. “It was kinda like a real 
family-like and brotherhood feel- 
ing. I can say that I felt something 
like that at the other fraternities, but 
it was different at Sig Tau.” 

With one part of his Northwest 
career already cemented, another 


was beginning to set as well. 

Jones was involved with the 
student government at Skutt Cath- 
olic and wanted to continue that 
at Northwest. He attended a Sen- 
ate meeting shortly before the first 
round of elections of that semester, 
and he was enthralled. 

“You could see everybody giv- 
ing their reports and everybody 
was so invested in their organiza- 
tion and college life, per se,” Jones 
said.. “This is something I want- 
ed to do.” 

Jones ran for a freshman repre- 
sentative position, and as is typical 
with elections he is competing in, 
he won and made a prophetic state- 
ment shortly after. 

“T remember vividly saying once 
I got elected as the freshman rep, 
‘I’m going to be president some- 


day,’” Jones said. 

“Once he gets his head into 
something, it’s hard to stop him,” 
Schumacher said. 

Jones, however, was not satis- 
fied with his role as a freshman rep- 
resentative. He was grateful for the 
opportunity but felt as though he 
was only scratching the surface of 
what he could do in Student Sen- 
ate. He was really attempting to 
put himself out there and make it 
known that he was invested in this 
organization Jones said. He was 
willing to snatch up any extra duties 
that could have been given to him. 

“He definitely took Student Sen- 
ate most seriously out of anything,” 
Schumacher said. “That was his 
number one priority besides class.” 

For his sophomore year, Jones 
decided to take the step towards 


Freshman Representative 


Co-Chair of Governmental 
Affairs 


Vice President 


President 


more responsibility and become a 
committee chair. This provided him 
with the opportunity to be more 
hands-on, which he craved. 

Jones was the co-chair of Gov- 
ernment Affairs. Through this, he 
got the opportunity to travel to 
Jefferson City and lobby on be- 
half of higher education, an op- 
portunity which Jones described 
as “amazing.” During the same 
year, in a rare election moment for 
Jones, he ran for secretary but his 
ticket was unsuccessful. 

Going into his junior year, he 
knew he would need to move up the 
ladder in order to make his proph- 
ecy come true, so he ran for vice 
president under Asma Hassan. Has- 
san had been someone that Jones 
knew of but didn’t know well. She 
was an SI for his government class 
and was a prominent member of 
Student Senate during Jones’s first 
two years in the organization. Jones 
was the one who approached her 
about running as her vice presi- 
dent, and Hassan ultimately decid- 
ed to add him to the ticket. 


FULL STORY ONLINE: 
NWMISSOURINEWS.COM 


SPORTS 


TRISTAN LYNCH 
Missourian Reporter | @NWMSports 

Although Maryville 
softball ended its sea- 
son with a first-round 
exit in districts, the sea- 
son wasn’t a letdown, as the Spoof- 
hounds managed to complete one 
of their biggest goals: playing a 
full season. 

Before the season began, 
Maryville struggled with the on- 
going complications of COVID-19. 
The team struggled to find any time 
during the summer to begin work- 
ing out or training for the upcom- 
ing season and was worried that the 
season was going to be canceled. 

Coach Chandra DeMott knew 
having a season this year was a goal 
for most of the senior girls, and that 
is a big reason she counts this year 
as a success. 

“If you look at most of the 
girl’s Senior Night information, 
most of them had the goal to at 
least get to play this season,” De- 
Mott said. “So, it was successful 
in that we got to have a season and 
we got the opportunity to play a 
game at all.” 

During the beginning of the sea- 
son, Maryville struggled to lock in 
mentally, as they lost seven of their 
first eight games of the season. De- 
spite the struggle to win, the team 
focused on keeping each other mo- 
tivated and ready to go. 
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In a game against Lafayette High School Oct. 9, Maryville senior Jocelyn Rodriguez prepares to swing the bat. The 


Spoofhounds beat the Lancers 5-3. 


“Everyone was really close,” 
senior catcher Briley Watkins said. 
“When someone else was down, 
everyone jumped on it and helped 
pick them back up. It was really 
good to see that.” 


The Spoofhounds began to find 
somewhat of a streak later into the 
season, going 5-3 through their last 
eight games to head into districts 
with a record of 6-10. 

In the first round of the post- 


season, Macon beat Maryville, 12- 
0, effectively ending the Spoof- 
hounds’ 2020 campaign with a re- 
cord of 6-11. 

Although the season ended on a 
loss, DeMott wasn’t completely up- 
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MHS softball reflects on end of season 


set with the way things panned out. 

“Ending with a couple of wins 
going into districts definitely 
helped things end not as negative- 
ly,” DeMott said after their 12-0 
loss to the Tigers. 

The first-round loss to the Ti- 
gers marked the end of four Spoof- 
hounds starters’ careers. 

Watkins finished her high school 
career with 91 hits and 71 runs, 
while having a batting average of 
.368. She also finished with a field- 
ing percentage of .928% and had 
359 putouts. 

Morgan Wray, third basemen, 
finished her career with 39 hits and 
40 runs, while having a batting av- 
erage of .171. She finished with a 
fielding percentage of .770% and 
79 assisted outs. 

Ashlyn Alexander, pitcher and 
first basemen, finished her career 
with 96 hits and 84 runs, while hav- 
ing a batting average of .412. She 
finished with a fielding percentage 
of .976% and having a 10-15 ca- 
reer on the mound with 147 strike- 
outs and 45 walks. 

Emily Cassavaugh, first base- 
man, finished her career, which be- 
gan at the start of this season, with 
a batting average of .293 and had a 
fielding percentage of .930%, along 
with 39 putouts. 
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“You don’t want a catastroph- 
ic injury in a season that really 
means nothing,” Peterson said. 
“So, if the starters can get two or 
three good drives in, they’Il have 
film to study.” 

Peterson said that the situation 
regarding fans in attendance at 
each scrimmage is fluid, and noth- 
ing has officially been decided yet. 
He added that all three schools are 
trying to come to an agreement so 
there’s uniformity among the series 
of contests. 

The original press release an- 
nouncing the scrimmages said that 
only families would be allowed, 
which is what Peterson’s sticking 
to at the moment. 

“We’ve got 150 student-athletes. 
If they’re all gonna have an oppor- 
tunity to play, I gotta do what’s 
best by them, first and foremost, 
and that’s allowing their families to 
come show up and do stuff,” Peter- 
son said. “We’ve got so many sea- 
son ticket holders. To spread them 
out 6 feet apart from each other, I 
honestly don’t know if we’ve got 
the space to do it.” 

Peterson understands the gen- 
eral excitement about the Bearcats 
being back, in whatever capacity 


it might be. He also understands 
the reality of the situation, know- 
ing the plans could change at any 
given moment. 

Northwest coach Rich Wright, 
Central’s Jim Svoboda and Wash- 
burn’s Craig Schurig were in favor 
of this format, Peterson said, be- 
cause it provides a safety net con- 
sidering the fact that games won’t 
count for anything other than reps. 

There won’t be stats taken. 
It won’t count against anyone’s 
record. In the grand scheme of 
things, it’ll almost be as if the 
game never happened. 

Regardless, Northwest football 
will be taking the field this fall. 

“Statistically, it doesn’t mean 
anything. Records aren’t going 
to be changed because of this,” 
Braden Wright said. “It’s more of 
a bragging right thing, for the play- 
ers — not even bragging rights — 
just, we missed spring ball, every- 
thing in the summer, we missed fall 
camp, all of that stuff this year, so 
really it’s just the excitement of get- 
ting able to play. At the end of the 
day, it’s the reason a lot of us want 
to come to school, want to come 
to Northwest, is to play football as 
well. So, when that gets taken away 
it gets hard sometimes, I think we 
need football now more than ever.” 
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There’s less than a month until 
the Bearcats showcase their talents 
against the Riverhawks to start their 
conquest towards another title, but 
they aren’t close to where they need 
to be, McCollum said. 

“We’ve got a few guys that know 
how to get through it and get them- 
selves there, but we’re just a long 
way,” McCollum said. “We work 
with a great deal of intensity, and I 
think it shocks people to start, where- 
as a lot of people are just excited to 
be on the practice floor. ... We’d rath- 
er grind through it and make it real- 
ly difficult, and then be good later.” 


x 


Along with intensity, McCollum 
praises consistency. With sharp- 
shooter Ryan Welty departing the 
program due to graduating last year, 
the Bearcats will be without a sure- 
thing player. 

That leaves Hudgins, along with 
Laing, standout senior forward 
Ryan Hawkins and junior guard Di- 
ego Bernard, to fill leadership roles. 

“We'll be ready; we’ll be pre- 
pared — most definitely,” Hudgins 
said. “I feel like we have key fac- 
tors on our team that are going to 
help us win. I feel like we have 
some vets on our team that know 
what to do, and honestly, we could 
win a lot of games this year.” 

The Bearcats are 131-6 since the 
start of their first national champion- 


SERVIOE 


Receptive to the 


ship season in 2016-17. They have 
won the most games in Division II 
basketball across that timeframe. 
With Hudgins and a strong core of re- 
turners, they’re primed to do it again. 
So until Nov. 19, the Bearcats 
are left with nothing but prepara- 
tion for Northeastern State. When 
the ball gets rolling on another sea- 
son, last year’s disappointing end- 
ing will be in the rearview mirror. 
“T’m not even worried about last 
year and how it ended,” Hudgins 
said. “We can’t stop a virus. You 
can’t stop diseases and stuff from 
happening. So, I’m just taking it 
as, ‘Let’s just restart. Let’s just get 
hungry again.’ We’ ll listen to Coach 
Mac to prepare, and we’ll be back.” 
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Golf shows promise at state tourney 


MORGAN GUYER 


Missourian Reporter | @NWMSports 

Maryville girls golf rg 
wrapped up its sea- 
son after outings from 
three of its golfers at the 
MSHSAA Class | State Tourna- 
ment at Paradise Pointe in Smith- 
ville, Missouri, Oct. 19. 

The event was made up of 76 
golfers, and it took place over two 
rounds starting Oct. 19. The two- 
round format is only used during 
this event and is unfamiliar to most 
high school golfers. This was es- 
pecially true for the three Spoof- 
hounds that participated, who were 
all making their first appearance. 

Freshman Cailyn Auffert capped 
off a rather impressive first season 
with a 16th place finish, narrow- 
ly missing out on medaling in the 
top 15. Auffert ended the first day 
in 12th place after shooting a 100 
across the span of 18 holes. She was 
rewarded with a 9:51 a.m. tee time 
the second day and ended up shoot- 
ing a 104 to secure a top 20 finish. 
She finished with a 204 between 
both days, collectively. 

“It was a better year than I ex- 
pected it to be,” Auffert said. “Go- 
ing to state was my goal, and it 
will definitely help me prepare for 
next year.” 

The cold and windy conditions 
at Paradise Pointe proved to be a 
challenge, but Auffert saw some ar- 
eas where she specifically excelled 
in, particularly her iron shots and 
chips, she said. 

The weather affected the golfers 
on both days, but Maryville coach 
Brenda Ricks was happy with how 
they responded to it. 

“My goodness, the conditions 
were tough. The cold and wind 
were brutal,” Ricks said. “With that 
being said, I never once saw my 
girls complaining or blaming their 
play on the weather.” 

Auffert puts a lot of her suc- 
cess this season down to the vet- 
eran coach. 

“T didn’t expect to place in the 
conference, let alone get top 20 
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Maryville High School freshman Casey Phillips chips her ball out of a sand bunker Oct. 15 during practice at the Mozingo Lake Golf Course. 


in state,” Auffert said. “I couldn’t 
have done it without the help of my 
coach, Brenda.” 

Auffert will look to improve over 
the offseason in order to get back to 
this stage next season. She could be- 
come a four-year state qualifier over 
her Spoofhound career. 

“My ultimate goal would be 
going to state again next year,” 
Auffert said. “I would also like to 
earn a medal, since I was so close 
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this year.” 

Maryville also sent freshman 
Lauren Jaster to the big stage. Jaster 
finished her first day with 122 over 
18 holes, leaving her tied for 66th. 
The conditions worsened the next 
day, and Jaster shot a 134 to finish 
in 73rd. She totalled a 256 across 
both days. Jaster had a particu- 
lar memorable moment, when she 
holed out from 100 yards on hole 
18. 

Senior Lauren Padgitt wrapped 


up her Spoofhound career with a 
64th-place finish. Padgitt finished 
the first day with a 118, tying for 
58th place. Her consistent play re- 
sulted in a one-stroke difference for 
a 119 on the second day, totalling a 
237 over two rounds. 

Ricks was happy with how her 
three golfers played. 

“I’m very pleased with all three 
golfers’ efforts. They are very re- 
silient,” Ricks said. “The girls all 
scored better the first day, but that’s 


the nature of the beast.” 

Ricks also knows how important 
this experience was for her girls, 
but especially for the two freshmen. 

“State golf will be much easier 
for them next year with having ex- 
perience of the competition,” Ricks 
said. “As I said before, it’s a differ- 
ent beast. I want them to focus on 
the good that happened, those good 
shots and holes.” 
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Maryville volleyball practices as a team Oct. 16 in the "Hound Pound to prepare for upcoming games. The Spoof- 
hounds claimed another MEC title, as well as the top seed in their district for the start of postseason play. 


Maryville volleyball wins MEC, 
claims top seed for postseason 


TANNER SMITH 
Sports Reporter | @t_smit02 


Maryville volleyball 
heads into districts with 
a first round bye looking 
to repeat efforts from last season. 

The Spoofhounds head into the 
Class 3 District 16 tournament with 
an overall record of 14-2 with one 
loss coming from a conference op- 
ponent. Maryville coach Miranda 
Mizera leads a senior-heavy team 
with playoff experience into the 
postseason, with seven of the 10 
girls being seniors. 

The Spoofhounds’ last match- 
up was a sweep against Chillicothe 
Oct. 15. The "Hounds look to se- 
niors outside hitter Serena Sundell 
and setter Macy Loe to lead the 
team on and off the court. 

“There are a lot of leaders on 
this team because we are so se- 
nior heavy and everyone has expe- 
rience,” Mizera said. “Serena Sun- 
dell and Macy Loe would be our 
slated captains, but all the girls lead 
in their own way.” 

The team has not changed its 
training habits throughout the past 
week even though districts are 
coming up. The main focus has 
been working on its side of the net 
to perfect its offensive and defen- 


sive rotations. 

The ’Hounds have had miscues 
on their side of the net throughout 
some sets during the season, but 
Loe feels that the team has been 
able to overcome their mistakes 
throughout the later part of the year. 

“We are doing many of the drills 
we did before and are still push- 
ing ourselves everyday,” Loe said. 
“Coach Mizera talks to us a lot 
about playing our own game in- 
stead of focusing who is on the oth- 
er side of the net, so we are excit- 
ed to see what we can accomplish.” 

The ’Hounds posted a good 
enough record in the MEC to head 
into districts with a first-round bye. 
They were able to do the same last 
year, so this did not come as a shock 
to the team. 

Having a first round bye can 
cause some teams to lay back and 
not be ready for their opponent, but 
the "Hounds feel that this will not 
affect their play. 

“It is similar to the regular sea- 
son because we have already seen 
all of these teams once,” Mizera 
said. “We had the bye last year, and 
this year we knew, being in first 
place, we could get it again.” 

Maryville will await the winner 
of a first round game between Cam- 


UP NEXT 


Class 3 District 16 Tourney 
Oct. 26-27 
Cameron, Missouri 


eron and Chillicothe to see who it’II 
face for its first postseason compe- 
tition this year. The "Hounds have 
swept all sets against both teams 
this season. 

The ’Hounds look to take ad- 
vantage of this first round bye by 
implementing more training and 
scout the teams to be prepared for 
their matchup. 

“This gives us more time to 
prepare and practice,” Loe said. 
“Last year, we had the same expe- 
rience and we used our off game 
to scout the teams, which is fun 
for us and we always find a way 
to reach our goals.” 

The ’Hounds will play either 
Cameron or Chillicothe Oct. 27 in 
Cameron, Missouri. 

“We look forward to playing 
how we know we can play and 
achieve our goals as a team,” Loe 
said. “I’ve played with these girls 
for years now and we are all close, 
so we want to show what Maryville 
volleyball can do.” 
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Maryville High School junior Spencer Willnerd protects the ball against St. Joseph-Benton freshman Connor Mears 
during the Spoofhounds’ game Oct. 6. The two teams played on the new astroturf at Bearcat Pitch. 


Soccer halted after 
positive COVID case 


DALTON TRUSSELL 


Missourian Reporter | @NWMSports 

Maryville boys soc- 
cer has had a lot of ups rg 
and downs this year due 
to COVID-19. 

Maryville has struggled to play 
games this season year because of the 
pandemic, which has effectively can- 
celed 12 games for the Spoofhounds. 

The problem continued for the 
Spoofhounds this week, with yet 
another positive COVID-19 test, 
the games leading up to Oct. 26 
have been cancelled. This will be 
a rough go of things with districts 
coming up on Oct. 31. 

Even though the ’Hounds have 
quite a few days off before districts, 
not everyone is certain that this is a 
good thing for the team. Maryville 
coach Chase Tolson had his doubts 
about how this could help the team. 

“Yes, itis a relief, and no it isn’t 
at the same time, but there were a 
lot of games really close together 
and we wanted to avoid injuries,” 
Tolson said. “It sucks at the same 
time ’cause we missed a lot of the 
first half of the season due to COV- 
ID, and it’s going to hurt a little bit, 
but less injuries. It is going to make 


the district seeding very tricky.” 

However, the time away may be 
a blessing in disguise for the soccer 
team. Tolson is staying positive and 
sees the extra time off as an advan- 
tage against the Spoofhounds’ fu- 
ture opponent as they will be rest- 
ed and fully healthy by the time the 
district tournament comes around. 

“We are hoping the guys stay 
in shape and work on their ball 
skills at home,” Tolson said. “We 
would’ve loved to be able to play 
and build chemistry during game 
time, but the extra time off could 
be beneficial to us.” 

When the Spoofhounds get out 
of quarantine this week, they will 
be back to practicing and focusing 
on the task at hand with districts. 
The coaches have kept the players 
busy during quarantine with work- 
outs to do in their free time. 

“We provided them with work- 
outs they can do at home, that way 
when they get out of quarantine, 
we can pick up right where we left 
off,” Tolson said. “We are hoping 
that as soon as they get out of quar- 
antine, we can try to do as much 
as we can before our first district 
game next Saturday.” 


UP NEXT 


MHS v St. Pius X 
4 p.m. Oct. 26 
Bearcat Pitch 


When the athletes come back, 
they are going to take even fur- 
ther safety measures to ensure that 
nothing will hurt the chances at 
competing during districts. The 
Spoofhounds are doing what they 
can so they do not have to quaran- 
tine while the district tournament 
is going on. 

“Other than the quarantine, we 
are going to be wearing a mask ev- 
ery practice, and we will do check- 
ins at the beginning of practice,” 
Tolson said. “Before every prac- 
tice, we will check the temperatures 
of the players. We are also only al- 
lowing one to a seat on bus rides 
and making sure they are wearing 
masks on the bus.” 

The soccer team, much like the 
rest of Maryville sports, had to bat- 
tle with COVID-19 throughout the 
season. As their season heads to- 
wards the end, the Spoofhounds 
are still moving forward with hopes 
of competing in any way they can. 
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Maryville football sophomore running back Caden Stoecklein breaks tack- 
les in the Spoofhounds’ Sept. 11 matchup with Chillicothe. Maryville is hop- 
ing for at least a share of the MEC title with a Week 9 win over Lafayette. 


Spoothounds oreo 
for Irish anead of 
postseason play 


CALVIN SILVERS 
Sports Reporter | @CalvinSilvers 


Maryville football trav- 

eled to Odessa, Missouri, 

Oct. 12 to face the then 

No. 2 Odessa Bulldogs. After losing 
28-14 to Odessa, Maryville coach 
Matt Webb told his team the close 
matchup would be a turning point in 
the season. 

Now, the ’Hounds find them- 
selves with two straight wins, in- 
cluding one over powerhouse Lin- 
coln College Prep in Week 7 and 
another over MEC rival Savannah 
in Week 8. 

The Spoofhounds (5-3, 3-1 
MEC) will look to finish the reg- 
ular season on a three-game win 
streak before the postseason, push 
for 11 wins in a row against Lafay- 


UP NEXT 


MHS @ Lafayette 
7 p.m. Oct. 23 
St. Joseph, Missouri 


ette and share the MEC title with St. 
Pius X when they face the Fighting 
Irish (3-4, 2-3 MEC) Oct. 23 in St. 
Joseph, Missouri. 

“Everybody is ready to finish 
off the regular season on a hope- 
ful high note and keep things roll- 
ing,” Maryville senior running back 
Connor Weiss said. “Everyone is 
bought in and stoked to play a good 
Lafayette team.” 
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Over and out 


MHS softball reflects on year 


despite first-round loss. 
see A7 


Back on top 

MHS volleyball claims top 
seed in district tournament. 
see A8 
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’Cats to return this fall 


JON WALKER 
Sports Editor | @ByJonWalker 


Northwest Athletics 
announced Oct. 19 that 
Northwest football plans jj 
to play scrimmages Nov. 

7 on the road against Washburn and 
Nov. 21 in Bearcat Stadium against 
Central Missouri. 

The Bearcats sat in the wake of 
other MIAA schools announcing full 
games against each other, as well as 
other Division II and FCS schools. 
Northwest won’t be playing any real 
games, but the Bearcats are still back. 

“We probably won’t even put 
the score up on the scoreboard,” 
Northwest Director of Athletics 
Andy Peterson said. “The coach- 
es wanted to be able to let the guys 
live, so they don’t have to go two 
full years without a live snap of 
football, but not go so crazy that 
you’re jeopardizing health and all 
that other stuff. ... It’s not going 
to be a football game like people 
are used to seeing and feeling in 
Bearcat Stadium.” 

For the players, it’ Il be an oddity 
of its own. During the weeks lead- 
ing up to the matchups, the Bearcats 
will ramp things up to prepare for 
their first competition since 2019. 
For the starters, they’ Il get no more 
than 30 minutes of football before 
having to shut things down. 

“Everyone wants to play the 
whole game, but even in a regu- 
lar year, that’s not always the re- 
ality,” Northwest junior quarter- 
back Braden Wright said. “There 
are games whether a poor perfor- 
mance gets you taken out, winning 
by a lot can get you taken out early, 
that can happen in a regular game 
so you just have to make the most 
of your time out there regardless.” 

The decision to play the Icha- 
bods in Topeka, Kansas, along with 
the Mules in Maryville, was one of 
seldom options Northwest found 
feasible to happen this fall. Peter- 
son said the decision to play those 
two schools boiled down to which 
programs could come to an agree- 
ment in terms of what a scrimmage 
or game would look like, along with 
what was financially feasible. 

The two-hour trip from Maryville 
to Topeka allows Northwest to make 
the trip, play the game and return 
home all in the same day, effective- 
ly avoiding any hotel expenses. The 
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Trevor Hudgins put 
on his right shoe, then 
his left. They weren’t 
the usual neutral-colored 
shoes with a touch of Bearcat green 
the junior guard usually wears. 

Instead, they were in an ex- 
uberant, multi-colorway on the 
second edition of NBA superstar 
James Harden’s signature shoe 
with Adidas. 

Northwest men’s basketball 
had its first official practice of the 
2020-21 season Oct. 15, effec- 
tively making that the first time 
Hudgins laced up his shoes for an 
official organized gathering of the 
team since March 12 — the day in 
which coach Ben McCollum told 
the Bearcats their season was shut 
down due to COVID-19 concerns. 

“It feels great,” Hudgins said. 
“Tt just feels good to be back on a 
court. It’s definitely a relief just be- 
ing in practice.” 

Hudgins and the rest of the pro- 
gram weren’t exactly sure what this 
winter held in store. The Bearcats 
haven’t been too sure of anything 
since the abrupt end to last season. 

The MIAA’s suspension of 
fall sports Aug. 14 didn’t seem 
to play in favor of basketball’s 
fate. The long-awaited decision 
regarding winter sports was an- 
nounced by the MIAA Oct. 1, ef- 
fectively giving the Bearcats the 
green light to move forward with 
preparing for the season, which 
starts Nov. 19 on the road against 
Northeastern State. 

For now, the men are just happy 
to have a season to look forward to. 

“Tt’s kinda surreal that first day. 
It’s just like, ‘Oh, we’re actually 
gonna be back at it,’ It was good 
today,” McCollum said. “The in- 
tensity has gotta continue to grow. 
We haven’t played at such an in- 
tense level in a while, just because 
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same goes for when Central will 
travel to Bearcat Stadium. 

After Missouri Western, Pitt 
State and Nebraska-Kearney sched- 
uled a series of games against each 
other for this fall, Northwest was 
left wondering what, if anything, 
was in store. 

“Obviously we heard of oth- 
er teams playing people, so we al- 
ways had a little bit of hope that 
we could get a game scheduled,” 
Braden Wright said. “Now that it’s 
actually here, it’s exciting to get 
the chance to go out and compete 
against someone else instead of 
seeing your own guys every day. 

.. Only positives can come from 
this, as long as we can stay healthy 
and get to that game, that would be 
a good thing for everybody.” 

The three programs, specifically 
the coaches, came together to agree 
on only playing the starters for the 
first half and reserves for the rest of 
the scrimmage. The decision to have 
scrimmages, and not full games, was 
to give each program an evaluation 
of the team that it missed out on due 
to COVID-19 cancellations. 

Peterson compared the likes of 
the format of the scrimmages to an 
NFL preseason game. 

“We’ve got a new offensive co- 
ordinator, and he’s going to try stuff 
and try new things. It’s a win-win- 
win from a football standpoint,” 
Peterson said. “The wins and loss- 
es aren’t there, so you don’t have 
to worry about that judgment fac- 

.. The main thing that they’re 
missing is that evaluation piece 
for the younger kids. ... If you go 
against the same person every day, 
you never really get any type of 
good look. If all of a sudden you 
can go against a kid from Washburn 
or Central Missouri who’s got com- 
pletely different tendencies, man- 
nerisms, technique, all that stuff, 
you learn how to play football.” 

Along with the evaluation, the 
format was designed to keep the 
health of the student-athletes with- 
in everyone’s best interest. 
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ADDALYNN BRADBURY | NW MISSOURIAN 


Northwest senior wideout Alec Tatum catches a pass during football practice Oct. 20 at Bearcat Stadium. North- 
west Athletics announced Oct. 19 that the program will scrimmage Washburn Nov. 7 and Central Missouri Nov. 21. 


Men return to practice to prep for “Hawks 
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Northwest men’s basketball coach Ben McCollum leads the Bearcat’s first official practice Oct. 15 in Bearcat Arena. 
The Bearcats’ season starts Nov. 19 against MIAA foe Northeastern State in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. 


of last season and how quickly it 
ended. We’re a work in progress, 
but I think we’ll get there.” 
Hudgins spent the first two eight- 
minute periods of practice running 
through drills with names that 
aren’t as common as his through- 
out Maryville. Freshmen Spencer 
Schomers, Byron Alexander, Isa- 
iah Jackson, Christian Stanislav 
and Daniel Abreu accompanied 


Hudgins throughout those drills. 

Between each shot that Hudgins 
put up, the traditionally quieter ju- 
nior guided and gave pointers to 
players that haven’t been in his 
shoes before. 

“T feel like my freshman year, I 
was like, ‘I can’t wait to be (a lead- 
er),”” Hudgins said. “Now that ’m 
here, I’m like, ‘Man, I’m old.’ ... 
It’s fun; it’s just the process. I’ve 


enjoyed the entire process, just 
coming here freshman year and not 
knowing one thing about anything. 
Now, my junior year, just trying to 
be more of a leader all around and 
help the team as much as I can.” 
And it wasn’t long before Mc- 
Collum’s intense presence was felt 
throughout Bearcat Arena. Prac- 
tice for the Bearcats started at 2:30 
p.m., with them not taking the court 


until 2:45 p.m. after a brief film ses- 
sion. McCollum’s voice became 
hoarse around 3:20 p.m. 

It’s a level of intensity, Hudgins 
said, that’s part of the reason the 
Bearcats are among the top teams 
in the country every year. 

“Just imagine the Chiefs win- 
ning the Super Bowl at Arrowhead 
Stadium, just that noise, and that 
feeling you’d have, just towards 
competition,” Hudgins said. “All 
of that yelling, all of that scream- 
ing and stuff, and it’s just mind- 
blowing; that’s exactly how it is. I 
don’t really know how else to ex- 
plain it because it’s something dif- 
ferent, to be honest. It definitely is 
a shock when you’re new. Honest- 
ly, it still might be a shock. 

“T think, even during preseason, 
how we workout is more intense 
than most teams. I just feel like the 
way we prepare for games is bet- 
ter. I don’t even know what other 
teams do; I just know that we’re 
ready for every game, every play, 
anything that may happen — we’re 
ready for it.” 

The shock Hudgins reiterated 
isn’t a discredit to the freshmen, 
but rather speaks volumes to the 
level of intensity brought to the 
court from the program that won 
two national championships in 
three years. 

It’s a level that he holds himself 
to throughout every drill. 

During the third eight-minute 
period of practice, the Bearcats 
took each other one-on-one to work 
on isolation offense and defense. 
Hudgins locked down senior guard 
Daric Laing, forcing him to pick up 
his dribble. Laing pulled up and 
buried the 3-pointer over the out- 
stretched arm of Hudgins. 

“Man, I’m so sick right now,” 
Hudgins said about allowing the score. 
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